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Proverbs 3:1-6 
“The Way of Wisdom” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen 

your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and 
resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. 
Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for understanding and applying this week’s passage.  

• Complete this week’s daily readings of Proverbs 3:1-7:27 and journal your insights.  

• Read Proverbs 3:1-6 slowly in multiple translations. Record your observations and insights. 
Focus on the memory passage from May 19—Proverbs 3:5-6. Review notes from your Bible 
or journal, if you wrote anything about that passage that week. 

• Read through our story in Genesis 12:1-20. 

• Reflect on the hook question and journal your response. 

• Answer the discussion questions, journal your responses, and complete the “Reflect & Act” 
activity. 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• Lead the group through the hook question. As this is a positive reflection, encourage everyone 

to participate. Some who may not normally share because of fear or pride, may participate. 

• Lead the group through the discussion. Use the insights you gained from your personal study 
as prompts. Everyone can’t answer every question, but make sure that everyone participates 
at least once. Once you finish the discussion, make sure everyone understands that all of us 
exhibit wise and foolish choices, and that all of us need God’s help in order to become more 
wise and less foolish in our walk. 

• Lead the group through the Reflect & Act activity. If you have unbelievers in your group, they 
might not pray. Encourage them to use the time to reflect on what they wrote and about what 
they learned about wise and foolish decisions. Also, encourage them to read Matthew 7:24-
27 and contact you this week with questions about what Jesus said in this passage.   

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Remind the group to memorize and meditate on the memory verse John 14:27. 

• Connect with the unbelievers in your group to encourage them for next week’s study and 
answer any questions they have about what they learned from this week’s study. 

• Pair up your group and encourage the pairs to connect during the week to encourage each 
other and pray for one another. 

• Pray for the believers in your group to complete the “Act” portion of the “Reflect & Act” activity. 
Pray for the unbelievers in your group to be drawn to Jesus in the coming weeks as we walk 
through Proverbs.  
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 

• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 
group guidelines. 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

Share a time when you made a wise decision. How did it impact your life? …the lives of others?  

Background for the story This week’s story is from Genesis 12:1-20 [1 min]  
In Genesis 1-2 God created the heavens and the earth and all life therein. In Genesis 3, Adam 
and Eve sinned and were evicted from the garden of Eden. In Genesis 4 their son Cain murdered 
their son Abel. Genesis 5 has the genealogy of Noah. In Genesis 6-9 we have the story of Noah, 
the flood, God’s covenant, and the behavior of Noah’s sons in response to his drunkenness. In 
Genesis 10 we learn about the nations descended from Noah’s sons. In Genesis 11 people of the 
world disobey God’s command to scatter and instead built a tower “to heaven” in order to make 
a name for themselves. God confused their languages and they scattered over all the earth. 
Genesis 11 also includes the genealogy of Shem’s descendants, which include a man named 
Abram. In Genesis 12 we are introduced to Abram, a man who will become the father of a great 
nation. Call on previously enlisted person to tell the story of Genesis 12:1-20 without 
reading. Call on the group to rebuild the story before reading it. 

Discuss [33 min] 

• Read Genesis 12:1-9 [1 min] (compare with telling the story.  Any missing details?) 

o What did God command Abram to do? What did God promise Abram for his obedience?  

[1 min] 

o How did Abram demonstrate wisdom in this passage? [2 min] 

o Share a “hard thing” God commanded you to do through His word that you obeyed 
because you trusted in Him? What does God promise us for our obedience? [7 min] 

• Read Genesis 12:10-20 [1 min] 

o In what ways did Abram demonstrate foolishness in this passage? [2 min] 

o What impact did Abram’s deceit have on Sarai? On Pharaoh and his household? On his 
relationship with God? [8 min]    

• Read Proverbs 3:5-6 [1 min] 

o When do you tend to trust in God, and why? [5 min]      

o When do you tend to lean on your own understanding, and why? [5 min]  

Reflect & Act [6 min] 
• Reflect on your answer to the hook question at the beginning of our study. Think of a time when 

you made a foolish decision or handled a difficult situation poorly. How did it impact your life? How 
did it impact the lives of others? How did it impact your relationship with God? What would you do 
differently if you had a “do-over”?  

• Before you turn in for the evening, review the notes you wrote during the reflection activity. Read 
and reflect on our memory passage from August 25—Matthew 7:24-27. As you pray, ask God to 

forgive your tendency to trust in someone or something other than Him. Ask Him to help you be 
the wise man from Matthew 7:24-27 instead of the foolish one. 

Closing [5 min] 
• Everyone should complete the daily readings journal for Proverbs 8:1-15:33 and focus on 

Proverbs 15:1-9 for next week.  

• As you close in prayer, ask everyone to share a prayer request for themselves that has to do with 
their spiritual growth.  
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